
Canines for Disabled Kids 

What does your dog do?





What is a Service Dog

• A service animal is a dog, or miniature horse, 
that is individually trained to do work or 
perform a task for a person with a disability

• The trained work or task must be directly 
related to the person’s disability

• Comfort and emotional support 

do not qualify



Tasks

• Turn lights on and off

• Open doors

• Alerting to specific sounds

• Alert to oncoming seizures

• Retrieve objects

• Guide 

And much more 

Examples in these videos provided by CDK staff, scholarship 
recipients, BASK, APAW & Paws Giving Independence



Guide & 
Stability 

https://caninesforkids.org/yearbook/
danielle-and-thai/
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Access 
• Locations which serve 

the general public 
must allow service 
dogs to accompany 
people with 
disabilities in all areas 
the public is allowed 
to go

• Service dogs must be 
under the handler’s 
control

https://caninesforkids.org/yearbook/Erica-baker/ 
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Professionals @ Work



Fetching / 
Retrieving Items

Examples in these videos provided by 
CDK staff, scholarship recipients, BASK, 

APAW & Paws Giving Independence



Deep pressure, alert, interrupt, and 
more

Examples in these videos provided by CDK 
staff, scholarship recipients, BASK & APAW



Time to fly
Service dogs fly with their partners.  Seat assignment 

depends on the aircraft, and the size of the dog.



Allergies and 
fear of dogs are 
not valid reasons 
for denying 
access to a 
person using a 
service dog



Independence 

Service dogs should increase the level of 
independence their human partners have



Service dogs 
cannot be 
protective or 
aggressive 



Who Can Use Service Dogs?

• Adults and children 
with physical and 
psychological  
disabilities may qualify 
for a service dog

• All candidates must be 
evaluated individually



Responsibility 

• Facilities (schools, 
restaurants, etc.) are 
not responsible for the 
service animal



Facilitated / 3rd Party Handler

• A trained adult, often a parent or guardian 
has control and responsibility for the service 
dog when in public instead of the individual 
with the disability



Hospitals, Doctors & Service Dogs
Remember

• Service dogs 
must be under 
control of the 
handler 

• Hospitals, like all 
facilities, are not 
responsible for 
service dogs

• This means if you 
are unable to 
control your 
service dog while 
at the hospital 
you bring a 
handler or do not 
bring your service 
dog 



Service Dogs at School

• Service dogs must 
be under control of 
the handler 

• Schools, like all 
facilities, are not 
responsible for 
service dogs

• This means if the 
student is unable to 
control his or her 
service dog the 
family can provide  
a handler or the 
service dog stays at 
home



Respect 

• Do not touch or talk to 
a service dog without 
permission from the 
handler 



Show respect when given permission to pet/meet a service animal by touching for 
only 3 seconds – that’s 3 “Hippopotamuses”





2 questions
These are the two questions any one can ask and every service dog user must 

be able to answer

• Is the dog a required 
because of a disability?

• What task has the dog 
been trained to do that 
directly relates to the 
person’s disability?



Contact CDK 
• Canines for Disabled Kids

• 65 James St, Suite 210

• Worcester MA 01603

• 978 422 5299

• info@caninesforkids.org

• www.caninesforkids.org

• www.facebook.com/Caninesforkids

• https://twitter.com/k94kids

• https://www.instagram.com/caninesfordisabledkids/

• www.linkedin.com/company/canines-for-disabled-kids/ 

Video Clip from WPI 
student project, Spring 
2019
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Q & A 
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